recorded text testing:
Cameroonian English Pidgin rtt

· Story narrated by Joseph Benda (1989).

· Questions posed by Keith Beavon.

I. Free translation and questions

(1)  My story is about a man and a woman.  (2)  They had three children.  (3)  The name of the first child was Small Mouth, the name of the other child was Big Stomach, and the name of the third child was Small Foot.  (4)  So this mother and the father didn’t tell them where they got their food.  (5)  It’s only the mother and father who got their food and prepared it.  (6)  None of the children ever went to the field with them to get food.

Q1:  Who went to the farm?  [The mother and the father, the children did not go.]

(7)  It was only the mother and the father that used to go to the farm.  (8)  They went to the bush, to the farm, harvested food, cooked it and gave it to the children.  (9)  But the children didn’t know where the farm was.  (10)  Then as time went on the children grew up gradually.  (11)  It was still only the mother and the father who went to the bush.  (12)  Then one day the father died.

Q2:  What happened?  [The father died.]

(13)  It was the mother alone that was left.  (14)  It was the mother alone that went to the field and got food.

Q3:  After the father died, what did the mother do?  [She went to the farm alone (and got food for the children).]

(15)  None of the children ever went with her.  (16)  I don’t know why the mother and father were not taking them to the farm, but that’s as much as I know about the story.

Q4:  According to the storyteller, what is the part of the story he cannot understand?  [Why the parents did not take the children to the farm.]

(17)  So it was still the mother alone that was going to get food and who cooked it regularly for the children.  (18)  One day the mother also died.  So the children tried to cook the food that was stored at home, because they could see how the mother used to cook it.

Q5:  What did the children do?  [They cooked the food that they found inside the house.]

(19)  It took them some time to cook the food that was stocked in the house.  (20)  As that food finished they looked around and there was no more food.  (21)  They saw a path leading to the bush.

Q6:  What did the children see?  [The path leading to the farm.]

(22)  They followed that path right to the bush.  (23)  They went for a long time.  (24)  They saw in a certain place a banana tree.  (25)  There were some ripe bananas on it.  (26)  The children were very hungry and feeling that they were going to die.

Q7:  How did the children feel?  [Hungry (like they might die).]

(27)  They sat down and ate the bananas that were lying on the ground.  (28)  They ate the bananas that were on the ground but still they were hungry.

Q8:  What did they eat?  [Bananas they found lying on the ground.]

(29)  They asked among themselves, “Who will climb the banana tree to get the rest?  (30)  Who will climb for us?”  (31)  They decided that Big Belly had to climb the tree.  (32)  Now Big Belly never knew how to climb a tree before, but he tried until he got up.  (33)  While he was up there he shook the tree and bananas fell down and the ones at the bottom ate them.

Q9:  How did Big Belly get more bananas for them?  [He climbed the banana plant and shook it until more bananas fell down.]

(34)  While he was up there he was eating also.  (35)  All of them were more than full.  (36)  Big Belly was on top of the tree and didn’t know how to get down.

Q10:  Where is Big Belly?  (At the top of the banana plant.]

(37)  That was because his stomach was too heavy.  As the stomach was heavier than him, the night was also coming.  (38)  He fell off the top of the tree and fell down.  (39)  As he fell down his stomach burst.

Q11:  In what condition did Big Belly get down again?  [He fell and his belly burst (= he died).]

(40)  When Small Mouth saw that his brother’s stomach was broken he started crying.  (41)  He cried and cried and his small mouth ripped open wide.

Q12:  What happened to the second brother?  [His mouth tore open wide.]

(42)  Then Small Foot was trying to run to the house.  (43)  As he was trying to run to the house his stomach was too heavy and he broke his leg.

Q13:  What caused the third brother to have an accident?  [His belly was too full when he needed to be able to run.]

(44)  So it’s a very sad story because those three children all died the same day.  (45)  That’s the end of my story.

Document3     0-XXX-00
p. 2 / 1

